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Hi Guys,   

  

  August is almost over, and we're all ready for 

some cooler weather and football.    Well, cooler 

weather, anyway.   By time you read this, the IPMS 

National Convention will be history, and no doubt, 

another big success story.  Like most club 

members, the expense outweighed the 

experience, for me.  I really enjoy attending all 

that I ca n, and at my age, who knows how many I 

have left.  Still, this year's "Thin Air Nationals", in 

Colorado, will have proceeded without me.  After 

the great time I had in Orlando, last year, it 

saddens me that I had to miss out.  On the other 

hand, it's time to start preparing for Hampton, 

Va., next year, and the end of our 50 year 

anniversary.  Let's hope we're all around to enjoy 

it.  

 

   Contests!   As you're probably aware, our club is 

not big on contests.  The need to compete is not a 

priority.  There are a few of us with the need, 

however, and for that reason we will have an 

inner - club contest in October, along with our 30 

year celebration cookout.  (More details on that at 

the meeting.)  Our contest will be a "best in show" 

type, with members voting for t heir favorites.  Gift 

certificates from Rob's Hobbies will be 

forthcoming, for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd.  Maybe now we'll 

get to see Jake finish something besides this 

newsletter!   

 

  We'll have a good time I'm sure, but contests are 

not what we're about;  having fun is # 1 and 

enjoying an evening with friends while talking 

about our favorite past time.  I believe this is what 

has made our club the success it's been.  We can 

have fun, appreciate each otherõs 

accomplishments, and still take what we do 

seriously (on the workbench).  I'd like to think of 
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us as "role models" for the national organization, 

only because we enjoy what we're doing so much, 

and would hope that feeling is one generated by 

our hobby.  I don't expect everyone to copy what 

we're doing; I only ho pe whatever they are doing 

brings them as much pleasure.  That's what the 

hobby and the club should be about.  

 

   Behind this good time we're having, is a lot of 

time consuming work.  No one is complaining, on 

the contrary, we really like the results.  

Compliments abound on the success of each 

meeting, and who liked what, best.  Discussing this 

at our last E - board meeting, we thought we'd ask 

the membership for a little more help setting up, 

and taking down, the room we meet in.  Our guys 

have done a great job of keeping things orderly, 

but it would be nice if most of us left at the same 

By Joe Caputo  
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time, rather than a few, staying late.  There's about 

9 tables and 25 chairs that need to be put back 

where we found them.  Please be aware.  

 

   Speaking of our meeting room , I' like to let you 

know that we did an extensive study of what night 

of the month would be best for our meetings.  Our 

current evening runs into difficulties during the 

holidays.  After checking and re - checking, with our 

members, we narrowed it down to o ne choice, 

without automatically losing anyone.  Rather than 

change the date, we decided to leave it as it is, and 

just move the November and December meetings.  

We'll give you the dates in October, but we're trying 

for one week earlier for those months, a nd then 

back to "normal".  

   Start saving for next year's dues!   We'll start 

collecting in November, as usual, and conclude in 

December.  In 2013, in an effort to "give back" to 

our members, we had a wonderful IPMS incentive, 

but our club's treasury took a hit, so next year we'll 

revert back to our 2012 dues schedule.  You'll be 

notified in plenty of time.   Our annual "can drive" 

coincides.  

 

  Another real quick reminder:  MODELPALOOZA is 

Saturday, September 28th.  The Orlando club is 

hosting the last con test/show of the year. (Weõve 

been talking about it for months)  It will be held 

again, at the Wyndham Orlando Resort, 8001 

International Drive.   If you can't spend the 

weekend, try to spend the day, and bring cash!  

Those vendors will be looking to unloa d! 

  And, for our IPMS members, if you haven't voted in 

the National election yet, you only have until 

Aug.31st.  We've mailed in the majority of votes, en 

masse, after our last meeting, but if you are one of 

the stragglers...what are you waiting for?  Git 'r 

done!  

 

  Our attendance has started to rise again, as 

predicted, and will continue to do so, as we get into 

the fall.  A big "WELCOME BACK" to John and Donna 

Tripoulas, after a long absence.  It'll be good to 

see John T's models back on the show n tell  table.  

Perhaps we can get Donna into figures (not dolls, 

Donna).  That would be cool.   Word has it that the 

Sadlers will return from their summer sojourn, in 

time for our August meeting, as well as 

Modelpalooza.  It will be good to see John and CJ 

again .  Once again, we're looking good!  

  Dan tells me that the $1.00 club will be firing up 

for another round.  The subject remains a secret, 

but let him know if you're interested.  The $1.00 

club models are always simple, and imaginative, 

built any way you'd like.  It's always fun to see 

who comes up with what, and, as usual, the more 

the merrier.   

   

  Duane has been hard at work taking care of our 

ever expanding club library.  We're kind of top 

heavy with aircraft files right now, but perhaps 

we'll come acr oss some automotive or armor 

donations soon.  If there's anything you may need 

info on, give Duane a shout and he'll let you know 

if we have something on it. It's all part of the "club 

experience", and another reason we band 

together.  

 

 As usual, like many  of you, I can't wait for the 

next meeting.  I'm glad summer's almost done, 

and we can get back to "business as usual", and 

that "business" is fun!  See you all at the next 

meeting, and remember, if you're not there we'll 

miss you, but, you'll miss out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dimensions  

 

Page 4 

Newsletter Poll  

August õs newsletter poll question:  Do you hold a 

painted model (one whose p aint scheme is really 

painted) in higher regard then one who has it done 

with decals?   
 

Joe Caputo : Sci- fi anything, on TV, in the theatre, or 

on your workbench, is all models. P hotographed, or 

photo shopped,  they are all models. Who knows 

what is or isn't  painted, and what are decals or not, 

in a movie.  If decals are applied properly, they're 

supposed t o look painted on. That said,  some 

things are almost impossible to duplicate, in 

miniature, with paint, and at the very least, time 

prohibitive, so decals m ust be used.   There's little 

room f or alternatives. Remember, when you see a 

1:1 scale race car, you are looking at "decals" over 

paint, for t he same reason: time and cost. I think 

most of us would be shocked to find out what  the 

actual  Sci- fi models are r eally made of, including 

decals.  

 

Mark Box : Some modelers tend to struggle with 

applying decals..........others are weak in their 

ability to paint. I would make my decision on which 

method was most comfortable for me and my level 

of ability. Guess I am sel fish but I build to suite ME! 

Should someone else like it that is just a plus!   
 

Dan Murtz : Yes, I agree with you re: the whole 

model.  One except ion might be when building a 

WWI German biplane and dealing with some of the 

more detailed  painting.  

 

Anthony S mith : Painted over decals any day. Decals 

are tricky and large decals over a textured surface 

are even worse. But, having done both, painting the 

markings is much harder and much better looking 

in my opinion .  

 

Dan Murtz : The first tool I pick up at the bench is a 

white dish towel.  Yes, a towel! Place the towel on 

you r lap before you start anything, and the "Carpet 

Monster"  will starve to death. The towel will catch 

all the small parts you drop.  

 

Dan Murtz : try putting a small box  or an upside 

down sh oe box (10"x 12" x 3" tall ) under your 

model.  You don't have to lean over as far, and it is 

easier on the back.  

 

Bruce Lewerenz  (NC): I have been using this  stuff 

for a couple of week s now and love it. Use it like 

any liquid cement. It welds plastic better  than 

anything I have tried. A four oz. can will last 

forever.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Duryea : If you use spray cans try warming 

the cans under some warm water. This will help 

the paint flow better. This can be even more 

helpful in winter.  
 

Tips - Tools and Hints  
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Show and Tell  

Constilation by Howard Burke  

Pak 44 by Mike Knowles  

Corvette by Mark Box  

Capri by Danny Mayer  

 35 Chevy by Neal Cunningham  P- 40  by mark Fi dler   
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He 280  by Mike Knowles  

P- 40 by Mark Fidler  

Chopper by Carol Caputo  

Rat Rod by Danny Mayer  

F- 22 by Joe Caputo  

FW 190 by Jack Mugan  
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Featured Manufacturer  

Italeri   
 

   Italeri is an Italian Manufacturer of plastic 

models. The compa ny was founded in 1962 near 

Bologna Italy by Giuliano Malservisi and Gian Pietro 

Pareggiani. Their goal was to produce accurate 

scale model kits with attention to detail. The two 

men had loved airplanes and military vehicles since 

they were children, but t hey were never satisfied 

enough with the scale models on the market at the 

time. The two men started to produce models 

themselves, first as a hobby then later as a 

business. The first name of the company was 

Italstamp, but the first kit was released under the 

brand Aliplast. The first kit produced was a 1/72 nd 

scale Italian fighter the Fiat G.55. The company 

produced kits for ten years under the name 

Aliplast until it was changed again to Italaerei and 

soon after with a small contraction of phonetics 

became  the name we know today Italeri. The Italeri 

logo consists of an airplane silhouetted over a red 

and a green stripe.  

 

   Italeriõs kits have always been characterized by a 

certain uniqueness of their subjects. In the past 

Italeri has had a wide range of It alian subjects. It 

has designed the most famous Italian aircraft of 

the Regia Aeronautica used during WWII, from the 

small biplane fighters like the Fiat CR.42 to the 

three engine bomber Savoia - Marchetti SM.82. 

Italeri also puts great attention to detail i nto its 

WWII Italian Army military vehicles such as the AB 

armored car series, the small and rare L6 recon 

tankto the P - 40 heavy tank. They also produce a 

1/35 th  motor torpedo boat series of WWII. This 

series includes the American PT - 596, Schnellboot 

S- 100 , and the Mas. Italeri also has a 1/35 th  

midget sub series that includes the Italian 

Barchino, Maiale, and the German Biber. Italeri 

even produces a 1/24 th  scale model trucks, 

trailers, and semi - trailers.  

 

   Italeri has always been focused on the unique 

subjects and detail. They always have the model 

builder in mind and this is shown with their most 

recent introduction to their kits, the photographic 

reference manual. The photographic reference 

manual is a small booklet full of information and 

pictures of  the subject. The first kit to include the 

photographic reference manual was U.S. navy 

patrol torpedo boat. Whatever the future of the 

hobby may hold itõs sure to include Italeri and 

many of its unique models.  
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 A Day With the Boys ....... ROAD TRIP.............DAYTONA 

BOUND! This little insert is proof that there is fun to be had, 

hanging with the "car guys" in your off time.  Yep 

your club P resident , Joe Caputo is cheating on his 

airplane buddies. He gives me a call the other  day 

informing me Bruce, is coming  to t own for a visit. 

Bruce Lewerenz , Joes' longtime friend,  and former 

club member, as well as an old schoolmate of 

mine, is recently retired from Solar as  a turbine 

engine specialist. Being smart enough to retire 

early, just as some of us would be  buying  our 

burial plots, Bruce buys a Jet Ski. Yep, 62 going on 

16! We all already know Joe is  mentally youthful 

verses his actual age. Anytime Bru ce comes to 

town, we call Terry , Bruceõs cousin, a recent retiree 

also. Terry is a great guy, full of laughter, a t rue 

car guy. He has been  restoring his '69 Camaro for 

25 years now. He has the dream work shop, he has 

the time, and he  has the funds, so we  rag on him 

like we are the IRS ! 

 

   Joe being the guy he is immediately starts 

thinking of ways to entertain compan y. Some 

conversation arises about the North Turn 

restaurant  and it is on! ROAD TRIP! Yeah, let's ride  

over to Ponce Inlet at Daytona and check out the 

historic, racers' hot spot from way back in  

time...........circa 1948 - 1958. Anyone that knows 

anything ab out car racing that was born prior 

to  1959 knows the Daytona races used to be held 

south of Daytona where "real men" raced on 

the  beach without power steering, fire suits, and 

with very little safety concerns. The ac tual race 

course consisted of a total of  4 miles. They started 

in the North turn and raced down the paved 

highway,  A1- A, two miles to the south turning left 

back onto the beach, thru turns 1 & 2 full bore 

back north  up the beach to turn 3. The pits were 

right on the west side of the beach, up ag ainst the 

crowd filled  dunes. Out of turn 3 into "ball bearing 

sand" around turn 4, back to the flagmanõs stand. 

 

   Just above the north turn  sits the North Turn 

restaurant , the racers hot spot all thru February sõ 

race week, drawing in drivers, car owners , high 

dollar spongers, as well as the public. Not really 

sure  what year it opened , the establishment has 

remained open to the public all these years and 

houses  wall to wall photographs and memorabilia 

from Daytona's historical racing past. The food was 

great,  the beer was cold and the scenery 

was.....well, let's just say, dogs chase cars but they 

don't drive!  The four of us thoroughly enjoyed the 

ocean breeze, salt air, music and laid back 

atmosphere. My  personal thoughts are  I could 

almost hear the racin g engines roaring up the 

beach, I felt like we were  4 crazy teens skipping a 

Friday from high school, daring to be caught! The 

closest thing we saw all day  resembling an airplane 

was someone parasailing behind a boat way out in 
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the ocean. Joe gets all exci ted  hoping it was an 

ultra - lite, but I am pretty sure the Coors Lite 

counteracted any disappointment he may  have 

encountered.  

 

   After two solid hours of fun out on the deck, the 

rains came! Knowing none of us were ready for it 

all to  end, we decided to t ake in a visit to the 

museum of Rac ing Legends in downtown Daytona ; 

another  exciting,  interesting little field trip 

enhancing our day. Anyone interested in racing 

from the past must  experience this little museum 

full of N ASCAR's racing history. Free admiss ion and 

a room full of old race  cars and racing items from 

the past.  

 

   Back home we are headed, Joe still not wanting 

the day to end, suggests we go to a local car show  

down on the square in downtown Ocala. All appear 

to be in favor, not one of us will a dmit to being 

tired,  the closer we get back to town, the harder 

the rain keeps coming down. I slightly remember a 

few minutes  of dead silence, none of us talking, a 

rarity. Suddenly someone says, I don't see how 

there is going to be  a car show with this ki nd of 

weather and then all of a sudden, almost as if the 

cheerleading section came  alive, we all agreed the 

car show was off the agenda. Not that anyone was 

too tired or anything, but not  one of us was going 

to be the "cissy britches' that suggested callin g it 

off. Whoever broke the ice did it oh  so carefully.   

 

   All in all, it was a great day, Bruce was cool, 

Terry was a lot of fun, and Joe........he has no 

monetary limits  at the bar, in the Margaretville 

atmosphere. He is just a big kid in a man's body!  

As for me, this trip made  me c ome home and go 

back to work on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next AMPS 

meeting is 

Saturday 
September  21 st. 
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